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Minutes of Tring Rural Parish Council Meeting   

held on Wednesday 6th February 2019  

at Long Marston Village Hall at 8.00pm 

 

Present:  Cllrs Chalmers, Cllr Fox, Cllr Morgan (Chair), Cllr Myrants, Cllr Thirkettle, & Cllr Ward (Vice Chair) 

In attendance: Chloe Collins, Parish Clerk, 11 Residents, 1 Representative of The Village News and 2 Representatives 

of Rectory Homes 

 

 

19/1 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence (All) 

Olive Conway – attending another meeting 

 

19/2 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting (All) 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda;  

Cllr Chalmers declares interest pertaining to agenda item 19/11.   

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; 

Written application received from Cllr Chalmers requesting dispensation for a period of 1 year. Cllr 

Chalmers is the Company Secretary for the Wilstone Community Shop.  He believes they may need 

the community right to build agreed for the potential purchase of a new premises to house the 

shop.  

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 

The application was considered by the Council and unanimously Granted, as it was felt the Cllr 

Chalmers was the most appropriate person for the role given his extensive knowledge on the subject 

matter. Cllr Morgan signed the application of dispensation. 

 

19/3 Minutes (available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk)  

To confirm the Minutes of TRPC Meeting held on Wednesday 9th January 2019 as an accurate record of 

proceedings. An amendment was made to paragraph 18.2 as a typo was noted.  

Resolved, proposed Cllr Morgan, seconded Cllr Myrants that these Minutes be agreed as a true and accurate 

record of the proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman. Unanimously agreed.  

 

19/4 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda (All) 

Actions from previous meetings were reviewed and the actions log updated 

 

19/5 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery (All) 

None  

 

19/6 Councillors to discuss Council Vacancy (All) 

Cllr Morgan informed the meeting that sadly Cllr Lovis had resigned at the previous meeting. 

Cllr Morgan said that given that Parish Council elections would be held within 3 months, the Council could 

decide whether to advertise the vacancy or to remain with 6 Cllrs until the elections.  

Resolved Cllr Morgan proposed that the Council continue with 6 Cllrs and two vacancies; this was seconded 

by Cllr Chalmers. 
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19/7 To consider Salvation Army’s request to have a recycling bank on parish land (All) 

Cllr Chalmers is in favour of having a recycling bank, he set out the positive experience and benefit that has 

arose from having a recycling bank in Wilstone.  Cllr Chalmers suggests a similar agreement could made 

between TRPC and the Salvation Army.  

The location of the Bank is considered and it is agreed that the concrete area beyond the bollard behind Long 

Marston Village Hall would be a suitable location.   

Resolved: Proposed by Cllr Fox that subject to reaching a mutually beneficial arrangement a bank can be 

placed on Parish Land.  Seconded Cllr Ward. 

 

19/8 Council to approve Discussion Document concerning a road entry barrier at the front of Victory Hall (Cllr    

Morgan) 

Cllr Morgan has prepared a discussion document pertaining to the installation of a barrier to resolve the 

ongoing issue of drug distribution in the car park of LMVH. He identifies that this is at the preliminary stages 

as all stakeholders would need to be consulted.  The purpose of the document is to affirm support from the 

Council.  The cost of the barrier with installation is estimated at approximately £1500.00. 

Cllr Fox is for the installation of the barrier he believes that it will fulfil the purpose of the deterring this type 

of activity, however he acknowledges that it is only likely to displace the issue elsewhere.  

Cllr Myrants raises the previously dismissed idea of installation of CCTV. 

Cllr Fox highlights that if CCTV was to be installed TRPC would require someone to review the footage and 

further raised concerns regarding CCTV being disabled or vandalised.   

Cllr Morgan stated that he would feel uncomfortable having CCTV in an area designated for children. 

The Clerk states that CCTV is unlikely to deter the perpetrators who would be likely to use other methods to 

conceal their identities.  The Clerk further states there is a requirement to comply with data protection 

regulations and there would be ongoing maintenance costs for CCTV.    

Resolved Cllr Morgan proposed that he approaches the other stakeholders with the approved Discussion 

Document.  Seconded by Cllr Fox 

 

19/9 To approve quotes for Hedge works (Cllr Chalmers) 

Cllr Chalmers has obtained quotes from three contractors to cut the Hedges at LM&W Rec.  It is his 

recommendation to place an order with T&S Tree Care.  However, prior to the meeting consideration was 

given to the budget and it has been confirmed that there are insufficient funds available in this financial year 

to meet the cost of the works.   

Resolved In default Cllr Chalmers proposed that TRPC asks T&S Tree Care to hold their price for a year so the 

works can be carried out in Nov/Dec at this year’s price.  Seconded by Cllr Ward. Should an agreement not be 

reached a further tender will be made within the next financial year. 

 

19/10 To approve quotes for Verge Cutting (Cllr Chalmers) 

Cllr Chalmers has obtained quotes from three contractors for the cost of cutting the verges.   

Resolved It is proposed by Cllr Chalmers that TRPC proceed with instructing MW Agri. Seconded by Cllr Fox.  

 

19/11 To discuss community right to build (Cllr Chalmers) 

Cllr Chalmers explains to the meeting the Community Right to Build Scheme and why he considers it to be of 

interest to TRPC.  He proposes that TRPC engage in discussion with Dacorum as to the viability of the scheme 

for the parish.  Cllr Chalmers is happy to liaise with Dacorum on behalf of TRPC. 

Resolved All Agree that Cllr Chalmers can begin to engage in discussions with Dacorum. 

 

19/12 Planning 

a) To discuss the following planning applications and any others received by 6th February 2019 

 

4/00024/19/MFA - Land off Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PD  

Construction of 15 new two-storey dwellings, (including two and three bed dwellings) new access off Tring 

Road, parking, landscaping and all associated works. 

 

Cllr Ward has received several emails and notes further comments on the planning portal in respect of the 

above detailed application.  Cllr Ward informs the meeting that an extension was applied for and 



subsequently granted to give TRPC more time to make comment on the application.     TRPC intend to raise a 

formal objection to the application on the following basis: 

• There is a likelihood that the developer will apply to increase the number of dwellings; 

• The proposed number of dwelling exceeds the housing needs of the parish; 

• There is a question of affordability where two-bedroom homes in Wilstone are being marketed at 

£325,000; 

• The developers have shown no regard for the Housing Needs Survey; 

• The site access has moved and is now considered a risk; 

 

Further point of note: 

 

TRPC seeks assurances from Thames Water that the sewage pumping station has sufficient capacity for the 

development.  In the event it does not the Council would like to see an agreement between the parties that 

upgrades will be made before the completion of the development.  

TRPC would like to establish what consideration has been given to the run off and risk of flooding to houses 

in Long Row which flooded in 2014.   

TRPC welcomes conversation with the developer regarding the future of the WCS and how the development 

could support the community. 

 

A vote by a show of hand was unanimous in favour to object. 

 

4/03089/18/FUL - 1 Gregory's Field Astrope Lane, Astrope, Tring, HP23 4PN 

Change of use of part of garden from agricultural to residential to enable the parking of the occupants and 

their visitors’ cars. 

 

No objection 

 

b) To note planning decisions made by DBC 

 

4/02773/18/FHA - Hilltop Farm, Cheddington Lane, Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP   

 

Granted 

 

4/01784/18/FHA - Marston Place, Chapel Lane, Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4Q 

 

Granted 

 

19/13 Finance 

See separate cashflow & budget monitoring statement 

 

a) Resolved Proposed by Cllr Ward to take a resolution to make the following payments. Seconded by Cllr 

Fox 

Payee Amount For 

C. Collins £330.00 PO BOX 

C. Redman £40.95 Expenses 

C. Collins £96.21 Expenses – Stationary/Mileage  

C. Collins £10.00 Mobile Phone Monthly Sim Plan 

C.Collins £364.88 Salary 

C. Collins £19.00 Mobile Phone 

Cllr Morgan £20.00 Filling Cabinet 

HMRC £156.20 Tax on January salaries 

Palmers £9.00 Payment to process additional employee’s payroll 

  

 

b) Resolved Proposed by Cllr Ward to permit the Clerk to complete CILCA at the cost of £190 to HAPTC & 

£350 Registration to SLCC.  Seconded Cllr Myrants 



c) Resolved Proposed by Cllr Morgan agree payment of registration for Clerk to SLCC £114 which is within 

the budget.  Seconded Cllr Myrants 

d) An email was received whereby it has been agreed that there is no additional payment required as the 

works to the ivy on the yew trees at Wilstone Cemetery has already been completed.  

e) Resolved Proposed by Cllr Morgan to change key contact for Unity Trust.  Seconded Cllr Ward.   

 

Cllr Morgan has a letter from the Unity Trust which confirms our funds are protected by the FSCS.  The 

statutory minimum is £85,000 Cllr Chalmers raises that we should establish if we are going to exceed the 

statutory minimum as we may need to consider placing the funds elsewhere. 

 

19/14  To receive updates from Working Parties (Representatives of Working Parties) 

 

Highways – Cllr Fox reports that after fourteen months the Highways Working Party has finalised its report.  

They intend to meet next Tuesday, 12th February 2019 to sign off the report.  The next stage is to present the 

report to TRPC for their endorsement before sending to HCC & Dacorum who have a role in what does and 

does not go forward. Cllr Fox gives particular thanks to Pete Bygate and informs the meeting the report will 

be made available online to receive comments from residents.  

 

Housing – Cllr Ward has no update for this meeting. 

 

Flooding – Cllr Myrants reports: 

An extremely well received and supported turn out to the Flooding Community Open Day event last 

Wednesday. 

He would like to record his thanks to Herts County Council, Thames Water, Enviroment Agency, Herts & 

Middlesex Butterfly Conservation Group and the Flood Working Party team as well as the hundred or so 

residents who turned out for the event. 

It was a great opportunity for residents to ask questions of the respective authorities and gain a better 

understanding of all matters flooding. 

Cllr Myrants met up with a Resident last week following his article in the Village News to explore his local 

knowledge and suggestions about flooding in Long Marston. They had a productive meeting and walk about, 

which they repeated again today with other members of the FWP. 

Cllr Myrants and the resident shares a common goal in alleviating the flooding issues and he looks forward to 

the Residents support and valuable input in future. 

A follow-on update meeting with Thames Water and Herts County Council is scheduled for later this month 

Cllr Thirkettle asked when it would be that we will we see something happen?  Cllr Myrants reports that it for 

the Natural Flood management programme, implementation is likely to be two years. 

Cllr Thirkettle further enquires if we are at risk of losing our grant? Cllr Myrants believes the funds have been 

ring fenced but will confirm. 

 

Cllr Ward asks a supplementary question namely if TRPC would be prevented from organising anything in the 

interim.  Cllr Myrants explains there are a number of initiatives being explored in addition to Natural Flood 

Management by herts County Council. The Flood Working party have been discussing ditch maintenance and 

are awaiting guidance from the Environment Agency, as the Tring Bourne is a main river. Cllr Ward highlights 

ditches are full. Cllr Myrants states he is aware and confirmed that several residents have offered their 

assistance. The primary responsibility lies with the Riparian Land Owner although where they are unable to 

undertake works themselves, a working party could assist. There are £4000 of funds which have been ring 

fenced for flooding. However, its use for dredging / ditch maintenance would need careful consideration, as 

the funds are limited, the activity is not a one off as it requires regular maintenance and the Council should 

not be seen to absolve land owners of their responsibilities.  Other schemes include the Chapel Lane road 



lowering, the redundant sewer investigation and the Sustainable Drainage System investigation in the Long 

Marston recreation ground.   

Cllr Fox Asks if a liner can be put through the culvert.  Resident states that service cables go through the 

culvert so not no not easily. 

Cllr Morgan stated that it is not necessarily desirable to have all ditches totally cleared of vegetation since the 

NFM concept relies on slowing the rate of water flow in certain key locations. Advice therefore needs to be 

provided ahead of ditch clearing.      

 

19/15  Agree allocation of £5k of 2019/20 budgeted project spend to Highways Working Party Initiative to part 
fund upcoming programme. (Cllr Fox) 
 
Cllr Morgan informs the meeting that £5000 was moved from Solar park reserve into budget to be used for 
projects.  
Cllr Fox asks for the fund to be ring fenced to support the highways programme. He states funding will be a 
key to securing the support of HCC and Dacorum. It will illustrate TRPC are willing to contribute financially to 
support the programme.  Cllr Chalmers supports Cllr Fox as he believes that the figure is insignificant given 
the likely overall costs  
Resolved Proposed by Cllr Fox, seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
 

19/16 To receive correspondence 

• Email from Resident with a request made under Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental 

Information Regulations 2004. 

Request has been received and acknowledged. Cllr Myrants has been in discussion with the resident and 

will be providing the formal response. An extension of time to respond will be required and the resident 

will be updated as to the new deadline.  

• Email from Resident re flooding at Long Marston and Article for Village News – Cllr Morgan, Chalmers & 

Myrants both comment that the article was very well written and informative. Cllr Myrants met with the 

resident to discuss the article in detail and take the resident up on their offer to view some of the issues 

on a walk about. 

• Email from HAPTC re prize draw for a defibrillator  

It is agreed that TRPC be entered into the prize draw. 

• Email from WVHC agreeing to meet costs of repair – Noted 18/175  

 

 

19/17  To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only,  can’t 

take decisions on items raised under AOB) 

 

• Tree work within the Parish proposed to commence 7th February 2019 – Cllr Morgan is to meet with 

Luke to start works 

• Website – Feedback on the website by next meeting (Action All)  

• Agree Councillor to be representative for Wilstone Village Hall – Cllr Ward agrees to act as the 

representative. 

• Footpath 24 – Cllr Ward informs the meeting the total spend might come to £1200 which is £200 over 

the £1000 P3 grant for last year. This could mean she will be required to come back in the March 

meeting and notify us that further funds are required.  Cllr Ward is unable apply for P3 Grant until 2018 

grant has been spent.   

• Cllr Myrants – contact details need to be revised with Village News and took an action to provide these 

to the Village news editor 

 

 

19/18 To open to public participation 

 

• Resident asks what is the time period for the installation of the Barrier.  Cllr Morgan responds that he 

would like to return to next meeting with proposal. If all of parties can agree Cllr Morgan would like to 

get works commencing before April when he warmer months set in.   



• Representative of LMVH – suggests that the VH may agree to the bank being on their land as it would be 

financially beneficial to them. It is proposed that Martin Kelly is to be contacted in this respect. Cllr 

Thirkettle highlights that parking spaces will be affected.   

• Residents thank Cllr Myrants for holding the Flooding Event.  

• Resident informs the meeting that Pump track picnic table is falling apart possibly due vandalism and 

drugs parallel has been found. Cllr Morgan confirms the bench is to be repaired and bins are due to 

installed.   

• Resident revert back to the matter of ditches and the obligations to land owners.  He asks if it is 

reasonable for the council to support given only a small fund available?  Should you not agree it for key 

areas? Could we use some of the solar fund/CIL. Cllr Morgan explains to use CIL we have to go back to 

Dacorum and if a need is identified they it could be channelled.   

Cllr Ward identifies that CIL money should not be used for maintenance, it is a fund for projects. 

• Resident states that Bromley has been resurfaced but a large pothole remains. Cllr Fox agrees to assist 

the resident. 

 

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 21:32. 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 20:00 on Wednesday 6th March 2019 at Puttenham Hall. 

 

       Monday 11th February 2019  

Chloe Collins 
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
Tring Rural Parish Council 


